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Fiat, the Life Changer |
Introduction of a Fiat Owner
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Ms. Tomomi Nishiura, who lives in Tottori Prefecture, is a big fan of Fiat. So
is Masahiko, her husband.

Tomomi owns three (3) Fiat vehicles; Fiat 500 (Cinquecento), Panda and
Abarth 595 Competizione. They are die-hard admirers of Fiat and the
couple’s devoted love of Fiat led them to establish La Fit+a, a maker of shift
knobs specifically designed for Fiat.
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Tomomi in her beloved Fiat 500 and Masahiko, her husband
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Establishment of a maker of shift knobs
specifically designed for Fiat
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“Since the day we started driving Fiat, ‘Let’s try new things and enjoy
ourselves!” has become our family’s motto. Everything started when I said,
‘Make me a shift knob for the Fiat 500.” to my husband who replied ‘That
sounds good. Let me try.”” said Tomomi.

Three (3) years have passed since then. Made of wood La Fit+a Shift Knobs,
which are hand crafted by artisans in Japan, have captured the hearts of
customers throughout Japan. “The shift knob gives me the specific tactile
sensation of wood, which gives me a more enjoyable feel when I drive.” one
testimonial states.
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The Shift Knob for the Fiat 500 is yellow in colour, which matches the
vehicle.
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“The objective of La Fit+a is to produce products which make the drivers of
Fiat worldwide have a happy and enjoyable experience. Above all, it is
important that we enjoy ourselves. We would like to keep designing and
producing products which epitomise La Fit+a and make people’s driving
experience more enjoyable.”
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The design of the shift knob for Fiat Panda was born from the image of
ROCK, the couple’s beloved dog.
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Fell in love with the Fiat 500 at first sight
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Tomomi came across Fiat only by chance.

Tomomi has always been a car enthusiast and always longed for imported
cars. The first vehicle she owned was an Opel Vita. One day when she was
enjoying driving with her family in Okayama, she had a flat tyre.

This happened in front of Fiat Okayama, the official Fiat dealer in the area.

“Even though my car was not a Fiat, they kindly repaired my car. While the
car was being repaired, we had the chance to ride in a Fiat 500 and Abarth
595. As there was no Fiat dealer in Tottori, it was my first time to see them
and I immediately fell in love with them. It was completely love at first
sight.”
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“We first bought a yellow Fiat 500 1.2 Pop. However, as I could not forget
that specific feeling I sensed when I rode in that TwinAir vehicle for the first
time, we bought a Fiat Panda one year after that. Furthermore, we have
recently purchased an Abarth, too. In any event, only Italian cars interest
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us.

When asked about how she specifically uses the three (3) cars, she replied
“We mainly drive the Panda when I go out with my family and our pet.
When there are only two of us, such as when I go shopping with my
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daughter, drop off and pick up my son from school, or when I go out with
my husband, we often use the Fiat 500. When I want to drive alone, 1
would say I drive the Abarth.” What a luxury!
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What specifically captured Tomomi’s heart was “the design which we do not
see in Japanese cars”.

“Cars are not only for moving us around, but also for enriching our lives. I
strongly felt that Fiat has a power which inspires me and makes me smile.”
said Tomomi.

Tomomi states that the common charm among the three cars she owns is
the style of the rear of the cars. “We adore this yellow Fiat 500 to the extent
that we call it ‘Kiki" (derived from the Japanese word “kiiro” which means
yellow.) Wherever I go with ‘Kiki’, it looks the cutest among the other cars.”
said Tomomi smiling.

“The Panda has a TwinAir Engine. It is lovely to hear that cute sound and
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feel that specific feeling of exhilaration running through it. I think that the
manual windows in the rear doors are actually fashionable and the
compartment in the dashboard is very convenient. As for the Abarth, first of
all, I cannot help grinning when I start its engine. Then, it is exhilarating to
change the gear from 2" to 3™. Even though I am not good at driving a
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manual car, I am really enjoying driving my Abarth
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Fiat expands our world
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Tomomi recognises the positive change in herself and her family since their
life with Fiat started. “We now know how to enjoy our lives.” she said.

“We as a family have become active since we started driving the Fiat 500
and have traveled to various places, the Fuji Rock Festival among them.”
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Tomomi frequents a Pasta Restaurant with her family. She got to know and
became friends with the owner of the restaurant through the network of Fiat
enthusiasts. “The Fiat fascination enables people from all over Japan to
meet each other through their cars.” said Tomomi.

Last year, she traveled to Hokkaido with her family, rented a Fiat 500 C
(Cinquecento C), and drove from Otaru to Sapporo. “It was my first time to
drive a convertible. The feeling of openness that the convertible gave me,
and the view of the Otaru Canal are good memories.”
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Driving the Fiat 500 C hired in Hokkaido with the Otaru Canal Warehouses in
the background. (The photo was taken by Masahiko Nishiura in 2019.)
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Tomomi states that the next car she is aiming for is the Fiat 500 C in which

she enjoyed that memorable drive. “I would like to own a convertible. I feel
like driving along the Tottori seashore feeling the sea breeze.” She seems to
be unable to suppress her excitement.

It may not be long before she gets her 4" Fiat.
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